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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION " FROM 

" lnnoe V ent (h owe V e r , m a y a re p, ybe t im e, y nie d 

Status •' .. 

1)IE1 Responsive to communication's) fiied on 29 January 2004 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b® This action is non-final. 

3)D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 
Disposition of Claims 

AM Claim(s) 1-3.8.9.14.15 and is/are pending in the application. 

'4a)'Of the a'bdve"ciaim(s) :. . . is/are Withdrawn from consideration'. 
5)D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
6® Claim(s) 1^,8 l 9J£l5aiidJh25 is/are rejected 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. . . 

8) U Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10® The drawing(s) filed on 09 December 2003 is/are: a)g| accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner 
Appdcant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 

1 1) U The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 2) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U S C § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f) 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None 6f: 

.l.fj Certified copies ofthe' priority documents have been received. ' ' 

2. D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 
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DETAILED ACTION 

The cancellation of claims 4-7, 10-13 and 16-20 and the addition of new claims 
21-29 have been made of record. 



Double Patenting 

\ ■• The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created 
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the 
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the "right to exclude" granted by a patent 
Tt X* harassment ^ multi P |e assignees. See In re Goodman 1 1 

N^Pn ^ Vp f n Q2 ^ 1 ° (Fed - Cir 1993): ln re Lon ^ 7 59 F.2d 887, 225 
JS5? f ( C ?, r ol 9 ^ 5); ln r& Van 0mum > 686 F - 2d 937 > 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 

» K is? 619 (CCPA 1970):and - ,n re ThL *°-' 

A timely filed .terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 GFR 1 321(c) mav be- " 
used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on a nonstatutory double 
£ ng t S nd P r ° vid ^ the conflicting application or patent is shown to be commonly 
owned with this application. See 37 CFR 1.130(b) y 

; . Active January !, 1994, a registered attorney or agent of record may sign a 
3^ CFR 3 73(br r " A terrtlirial diSC ' aimerSigned by the assi 9nee must fully comply with 

2. Claims 1-3, 8-9, 14-15 and 21-25 are rejected under the judicially created 
doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1-2, 
6-7 and 11-12 of U.S. Patent No. 6,661,727. Although the conflicting claims are not 
identical, they are not patentably distinct from each other because they claim the same 
invention. 

3. Claims 1-3, 8-9, 14-15 and 21-25 are rejected under the judicially created 
doctrine of obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1 -3, 
8-9, 14-15 and 21-25 of U.S. Patent No. 6,456,552. Although the conflicting claims are 



Application/Control Number: 10/731,078 p 

Art Unit: 2824 . . 3963 

not identical, they are riot patentably distinct from each other because claims of the 
instant application are broader than the claims of the patent and would, therefore, 
dominate the claims of the patent. 
, 4. Claims 1 ,8,14 and 21-25 are rejected under the judicially created doctrine of 
obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claims 1 , 5 and 9 of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,212,1 19. Although the conflicting claims are not identical, they are not 
patentably distinct from each other because claims of the instant application are broader 
than the claims of the patent and would, therefore, dominate the claims of the patent. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §102 

- Th e following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that " 
fcfm thd ibi-^ ^dldna: under.thls '^dclion'Tnade ln'th^6fllos filbtlori: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

6. Claims 1-3 and 21-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Takabatake (5,463i340). 

Takabatake (Fig 2) discloses a method for refreshing data in a dynamic circuit 
element having an input terminal (2) and an output terminal (3), the method 
comprising: (a) coupling a feedback path (22, 24) from the output terminal to the 
input terminal to create a static loop; (b) clocking the dynamic circuit element with 
complementary clock signals (13, 14); (c) providing a separate control signal (11, 
12) to the static loop; (d) activating the static loop via the control signal to refresh 
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the data 1 in the dynamic circuit element, wherein setting the control signal equal 
to approximately zero to deactivate the static loop so that the dynamic circuit 
element operates in a dynamic mode, wherein the dynamic circuit element is an 
inverter included in a dynamic register (see col.7-8). 

Conclusion 

7 ; The prior art made of record and hot relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

8. Mbtegi et a'l (4,843,254) disclose a master-slave flip-flop circuit with three phase 
clocking. 



9: Copeland.JII et al (3,993,916) disclose 
half dynamic-half static stages. 



a functionally static type shift register with 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vu A. Le whose telephone number is (571)272-1871. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:00-3:30). 

if attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Richard Elms can be reached on (571 )-272-1 869. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAI R system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions oh access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
eusfihe^s- Qi^hter at .3iS6-2 1 7-91 
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